IRS can conduct an investigation relating to the sources of their
income, should it be derived from drug trafficking or whether they
are reporting the income derived.

We do not receive, on a reciprocal basis, the information from
IRS. It is a one-way program. We are furnishing information
through Treasury.

The Under Secretary of Treasury for Enforcement, Mr. John
Walker, is chairing an Asset Removal Committee _ and under our
program of investigation where we are trying to seize the assets of
the traffickers he can also utilize IRS or Treasury agents in that
matter.

Mr. MILLER. If you people would suspect that you had someone
that was involved in drug trafficking, would it not be better to
follow that case, move in, do something about it? It seems that
going through the IRS is the long way around to report the possi-
bility of someone's assets building up.

You probably do it on the basis of net worth, sometimes taking a
year or two to evaluate the pieces of evidence, just what the net
worth is and where it came from, and then probably the whole
matter winds up in court.

It seems as though you or the FBI need to really investigate in
order to shut that person off so that they would not be moving the
drugs.

Mr. MULLEN. We probably need just a little more than suspi-
cions. We would need some indication, perhaps some source infor-
mation. Perhaps with the resources, we are not able to catch that
particular individual involved in the actual trafficking but maybe
being behind the scene.

That would be the type of case that I would be talking about.

Mr. MILLER. I asked that because IRS comes for their funding to
one of the other appropriations subcommittees on which I serve,
and Customs also comes to that subcommittee.

You mentioned that you are involved to some degree with Cus-
toms. You did mention the Coast Guard?

Mr. MULLEN. Heavily involved; yes.

DBA/CUSTOMS COOPERATION

Mr. MILLER. Customs worked with you, and has it been beneficial
what they can do? They are certainly in a position to be able to see
what comes in the country. We know it is impossible to see every-
thing but they have that responsibility if they possibly can.

Mr. MULLEN. Yes, the relationship has been beneficial. Customs
really has the primary mission of interdiction, of catching the
drugs at the airports, at the seaports and out in the Caribbean
along with the Coast Guard and they have been very effective.

When Customs does come across the drug trafficker they make
the stop, the seizure and then DEA is immediately notified and
DEA then conducts the investigation which may then go through-
out the United States and even overseas.

On the other hand, DEA, through its overseas agent network, at-
tempts to obtain intelligence and to advise Customs when these
shipments will be coming through.

We usually focus this activity on the El Paso Intelligence Center
program out there where DEA has top position and a Customs Offi-
cial is second in command out there.e that DEA be advised at the outset
